
6 to 6.5 nib widths
for capitals

4 nib widths 
for lower case

Stems are spaced
to far apart with
too much space
between them

Stems are spaced
to close with
too little space
between them

Good spacing between the two stems. Try to keep a consistent 
white space between the 2 stems on all of the capitals in your 
piece for a more pleasing look.

This top stroke starts and ends with a hairline
and the stroke has a slight curve. This stroke is 
used on letters A, B, E, F H I, J, K, L, and M.
The pen nib is at a 45° angle.

This top stroke starts with a hairline and the stroke 
has a slight curve. The red lines indicate the width of 
a pen nib. This stroke is used on letters H, K, L and S.
The pen nib is at a 45° angle.

This top stroke starts with a hairline and the stroke has 
a slight curve. The red lines indicate the width on a 
pen nib. This stroke is used on letters H, K, L and S.
The pen nib is at a 45° angle.

The spur is a very short stroke starting with a
point close to the waistline and ending in 
the stem of the letter. There is a slight curve.            

The stem strokes start about 1 pen nib from
the line and stops on the baseline

The stem strokes starts on the top line  and 
stops about 1 pen nib width from the
base line so that the next stoke can be added. 

The stem strokes start about 1 pen nib from
the line and stops about 1 pen nib width from the
base line so that the next stoke can be added. Sometimes 
it is easier to make a pencil line for the curve of the S to
have it �t nicely between the lines.  

The diagonal line for  z and Z starts one pen width below 
the line and stops one pen width above the base line.
Turn the pen to a 60° angle to create a thinner line.

Width of a 
pen nib

The last step is to put in the �ne hairlines. This can be done with a sti� pointed pen nib or a micron pen. The color of the 
hairline will be the same color as the letter. Run a pen or micron along the side of a wooden ruler with a metal strip or a 
metal rulerto achieve a straight edge.
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Modified Old English Worksheet A-B
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Modified Old English Worksheet C & D
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Modified Old English Worksheet E & F
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Modified Old English Worksheet G & H
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Modified Old English Worksheet I & J
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Modified Old English Worksheet K & L
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Modified Old English Worksheet M & N
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Modified Old English Worksheet O & Q
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Modified Old English Worksheet P & R
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Modified Old English Worksheet S & R
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Modified Old English Worksheet U & V
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Modified Old English Worksheet W & Y
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Modified Old English Worksheet X & Z
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